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Community Satisfaction Survey

When Oak Bay residents were asked to identify the

most important issues facing the District today, two of

the top issues were

Agreement tends to be fairly strong in terms of

priorities for the future of Oak Bay, especially in

relation to

preserving a sense of community

and preserving local green space.

preserving heritage homes.

NRG Research Group, 2016



Are there examples of Heritage Conservation Areas  

in other jurisdictions?4

What are the impacts of a Heritage Conservation Area?3

How does a Heritage Conservation Area work? 2

What is a Heritage Conservation Area?1

4 Questions



Have you ever wondered?



1

Well…I thought you said it 

was any area along the 

way where you could stop 

to  conserve energy... 

What is a Conservation Area?
Now remind me 

again…what is a 

Conservation Area? 



Conservation areas are managed by local authorities, who have 
identified…those places of special architectural or historical interest  

as deserving of careful management to protect their character



The Canadian Register of Historic Places

The Canadian Register of Historic Places (CRHP) defines a heritage

district as “a place comprising a group of buildings, structures, landscapes

and/or archaeological sites and their spatial relationships where built forms

are often the major defining features and where the collective identity has

heritage value for a community, province, territory or the nation.

CRHP

CANADA



A heritage conservation area is a distinct district with special heritage

value and/or heritage character, identified for heritage conservation

purposes in an official community plan.

British Columbia
CANADA



Toronto
ONTARIO



Toronto
ONTARIO

Areas of Special Identity in the Official Plan, the significant historical and

architectural character of the Yorkville Triangle and Scollard Hazelton

areas, make it an important part of the City’s rich legacy of

neighbourhoods.

Areas whose cultural heritage value contributes to a sense of place

extending beyond their individual buildings, structures and landscapes

Ministry of Tourism, Culture, and Sport



Halifax
NOVA SCOTIA

“Heritage Conservation District" means an urban or rural area with historic 

or architectural value that is established as a heritage conservation district 

pursuant to this Act;



San Francisco
CALIFORNIA
A historic district is a collection of resources (buildings, structures, sites

or objects) that are historically, architecturally and/or culturally significant



Areas of special architectural or historic interest the character or

appearance of which it is desirable to preserve or enhance.

Manchester
ENGLAND



Hebden Bridge
ENGLAND
A conservation area is an area of special architectural or historic interest,

the character or appearance of which it is desirable to preserve or

enhance (Section 69 of The 1990 Planning (Listed Buildings and

Conservation Areas) Act).

The main attributes that define the special character of an area are its

physical appearance and history, i.e. the form and features of buildings

and the spaces between them, their former uses and historical

development.



Christchurch
NEW ZEALAND

A special amenity area (sam) is

an area which has amenity

and/or heritage characteristics

which set it apart from the

surrounding residential

environment, with aspects or

characteristics that contribute to

the pleasantness of an area. The

special characteristics may

include attractive street trees

and mature on-site planting; a

unique topographical

environment (such as a river

setting); architecture and site

layout of a specific period in

history; consistent age, scale

and style of dwellings or an

intimate street scene.



Christchurch
NEW ZEALAND



A Heritage Conservation

Area (HCA) is an area

recognised and valued

for its special historical

and aesthetic character.

Important elements that

contribute to the

heritage significance of

a HCA include the

architectural style of

buildings, fences, trees

and gardens.

Ku-ring-gai Council
NEW SOUTH WALES, AUSTRALIA





ICOMOS 15th General Assembly and Scientific Symposium 

Vulnerabilities within the settings of monuments and sites: 

Understanding the threats and defining appropriate responses



Bath ENGLAND



South Coast ENGLAND



York ENGLAND





Liverpool ENGLAND



Manchester
ENGLAND



Pasadena 
CALIFORNIA



Kingsgrove 
NEW SOUTH WALES

WHICH PLACES 
IN OUR CITY 
HAVE THE 
POTENTIAL TO  
BECOME AN 
HCA?



Westmount HCA 
EDMONTON



Marina Bay 
SINGAPORE



Boat Quay 
SINGAPORE



Chinatown 
SINGAPORE



Chinatown 
VICTORIA



Chinatown 
VICTORIA



Fort Worth  
TEXAS



Botanic Gardens 
SINGAPORE



Geylang Shophomes
SINGAPORE



Newcastle 
NEW SOUTH WALES



Yarmouth 
NOVA SCOTIA



CONSERVATION AREA APPRAISAL

SIGNIFICANCE

INTEGRITY
RESEARCH

SIGNIFICANCE

BOUNDARIES
RESEARCH

COMMUNITY CONSULTATION
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How does a 
Heritage Conservation Area work?



COMMUNITY CONSULTATION

Insufficient Support Sufficient Support

CONSIDERATION 

BY LOCAL 

GOVERNMENT

How does a 
Heritage Conservation Area work?



Draft OCP Provisions

1. Describe the special features or characteristics 
that justify the designation 

CONSIDERATION 

BY LOCAL 

GOVERNMENT

Take action 

Take no action

OCP must

2. State the objectives of the designation 

3. Specify the guidelines respecting the manner by 
which the objectives are to be received (OCP or 
zoning bylaw) 

How does a 
Heritage Conservation Area work?



PUBLIC HEARING

Adopt bylaw

Within 30 days, Local Government must: 

a) file a notice in the land title office; and
b) give notice to the Heritage Minister  

CONSIDERATION 

BY LOCAL 

GOVERNMENT

Gives Notice 
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What are the impacts of a 
Heritage Conservation Area?



The main purpose of conservation area designation is to acknowledge 

the special character of an area.

This influences the way in which the council, as the local planning 

authority, deals with planning applications that may affect the area.

Within conservation areas, permitted development rights may be 

restricted. This means that permits are required for certain types of 

work that may not normally need one.

What are the impacts of a 
Heritage Conservation Area?



Regulatory

• Acknowledge special character through regulations

• Permits may be required for certain works

• Design review for changes

Social/Quality of Life

• Stability and enhanced certainty

• Sense of place

• Supports sense of permanence

What are the impacts of a 
Heritage Conservation Area?



Economic

• Provides use of local materials and skills

• Can be labour intensive resulting in the creation of more jobs

• Contributes to heritage tourism

Environmental

• Fosters an increase in recycling

• Saves embodied energy

• Promotes green practices

• Decreases urban sprawl

What are the impacts of a 
Heritage Conservation Area?



Examples of types of development that may require a 

heritage alteration permit: 

• Demolition of all, and in some cases part, of any building or 

structure.

• Extensions that extend beyond the exterior envelope of the building.

• Design review for new construction.

What are the impacts of a 
Heritage Conservation Area?



• Any enlargement or extension to a roof, such as the addition of a 

dormer window.

• An extension or alteration to any structure within the grounds of a 

building, if it is visible from the public right-of-way.

• The installation of a flue, chimney or soil and vent pipe if it would be 

visible from the public right-of-way.

• Positioning a satellite dish on a wall, roof or chimney that is visible 

from the public right-of-way.

What are the impacts of a 
Heritage Conservation Area?



• Cladding any part of the outside of a building with materials such as 

stone, artificial stone, timber, plastic or tile.

• Changes to doors or windows.

• Replacement of doors or windows that can be repaired.

• Solar panels on a wall that is visible from the public right-of-way.

• Review of signage and advertisements.

• Trees within conservation areas may be protected.

What are the impacts of a 
Heritage Conservation Area?



4

Are there examples of HCAs
In other jurisdictions?



Hey Bert!! How come 

Sesame Street is not on 

the list of examples in 

other jurisdictions?

Ernie!!! For once….just 

once…can you find a 

way to be serious?

Are there examples of HCAs
In other jurisdictions?



8 DP Areas that are HCAs
VICTORIA



5 Traditional Residential HCAs
VICTORIA



Battery Street HCA
VICTORIA



St. Charles Street HCA
VICTORIA



Church Street HCA
EDMONTON



Exchange District
WINNIPEG



Cambridge
ONTARIO



Rockcliffe Park
OTTAWA

The former Village of 
Rockcliffe Park, now part of 
the City of Ottawa, were the 
whole municipality was 
designated, in large part, 
because of its character as a 
cultural heritage landscape



Quebec City
QUEBEC



St. John
NEW BRUNSWICK



St. John
NEW BRUNSWICK



Lunenburg

NOVA SCOTIA



Halifax
NOVA SCOTIA



Summerside
P.E.I



St. John’s 
NEWFOUNDLAND



Ryde St. John’s

ISLE OF WIGHT



Chester Street SA 
NEW ZEALAND



ASSESSMENT OF CHARACTER-DEFINING ELEMENTS, PRESERVATION 

TREATMENTS AND THE PREPARATION OF DESIGN GUIDELINES FOR 

TWO CONSERVATION AREAS

Sackville

NEW BRUNSWICK



Phoenix Historic Districts
ARIZONA



Stockyards NHD 
FORT WORTH



Stockyards NHD 
FORT WORTH

April 2016



April 2016

Stockyards NHD 
FORT WORTH



Boat Quay, Chinatown, 
Kampong Glam, and Little India 

SINGAPORE





Bath

ENGLAND



Hebden Bridge  
WEST YORKSHIRE, ENGLAND



Hebden Bridge  
WEST YORKSHIRE, ENGLAND



Hebden Bridge  
WEST YORKSHIRE, ENGLAND



Hebden Bridge  
WEST YORKSHIRE, ENGLAND



Are there examples of Heritage Conservation Areas  

in other jurisdictions?4

What are the impacts of a Heritage Conservation Area?3

How does a Heritage Conservation Area work? 2

What is a Heritage Conservation Area?1

We have explored the 4 Questions



We’ve covered a lot of ground



Thank You!

To the great community of

OAK BAY


